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triumph in Austria as well, was too serious to be overlooked. In that
event, Hungary would find herself the immediate neighbour of a
Greater Germany whose dominions would extend from the Saar and
East Prussia to the Burgenland inclusive. Therewith, a Hungary
whose territory had been halved and whose population had been
reduced from twenty million to seven million as a result of the Peace
Settlement would have to live next door to a Germany with more
than seventy million inhabitants and with a territory of approximately
the same aggregate extent as her differently distributed pre-war area.
Such a Greater Germany, under a militant Nazi regime, might well
prove little less awkward for Hungary, as a friend and patron, than
the Little Entente was awkward for her as an adversary.
Moreover, the hostility of the Magyars towards the Czechoslovaks
and the Eumans and the Jugoslavs was tempered by the contempt
of a ci-devant ruling race for its ci-devant subjects, whereas the feelings
of the Magyars towards the Germans, in the Magyars' heart of hearts,
were those of ex-subjects towards their former masters. From the
union of the rump of Hungary with Austria in 1526 dowri to the
Austro-Hungarian Ausgleich of 1867, the Austrian Germans, un-
aided, had proved themselves the Magyars' superiors. The Magyars
had been forced to call in the Hapsburg sovereigns of Austria in order
to save the remnant of Hungary from Ottoman conquest; and, even
when Hungary had eventually been reunited under Hapsburg rule
owing to the Austrians' subsequent military successes against the
Turks, the Austrian Germans had long proved stronger than the
united strength of the Magyar people. The Ausgleich itself—that
master-stroke of Magyar statesmanship that had enabled Hungary
to assume the airs of a Great Power during a brilliant half-century—
was no more than a precarious advantage which the Magyars had
snatched for themselves out of the Austrians' discomfiture in the
nineteenth-century competition between Austria and Prussia for
hegemony in Germany. By compelling an approximately equal
number of Austrian Germans to go into political partnership with
them in 1867, in order to rule jointly over an equal number of non-
Magyars and non-Germans in the Dual Monarchy, the Magyar
governing class had made themselves the ultimate arbiters of policy
in a Hapsburg Empire of fifty millions which could treat with the
Hohenzollern Empire of seventy millions on a footing of approximate
equality. In this two-storied structure of a Magyar-German alliance,
an Andrassy and a Tisza had known how to browbeat Vienna and
refuse to be browbeaten by Berlin. But this Magyar construction
of Mittel-Europa was a house of cards which collapsed in the general

